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February 5, 2021 
 
Dear Parents/Guardians: 
 
I hope that you and your family are well.  Thank you for following the Provincial Health Orders and our Return 
to School Plan.  I am writing today to detail our updated COVID-19 procedures following the revised K-12 
guidelines that have been announced by the Minister of Education and the Provincial Health Officer.  These 
revised guidelines are in effect starting Monday, February 8, 2021. 
 
Key messages from the Ministry included: 

 School is the best place for students to learn, and for their social and emotional wellbeing—keeping 
schools open and safe is a priority for the district and the province. 

 Schools mirror what’s happening in our communities and we have had 17 exposures in our schools 
since September but no in-school transmissions. 

 This shows us schools are safe for students and staff when health and safety guidelines are consistently 
followed. 
 

Updated Guidelines: 
 

1. All K-12 staff and all secondary students will now be required to wear a non-medical mask in all indoor 
areas, including when they are with their learning groups, except: 

1. When you are eating or drinking; 
2. Sitting or standing at their seat or workstation in a classroom, for example – while sitting in 

their desk or table while writing a test masks can be removed.  If students are working in 
pairs/small groups or moving in the classrooms masks must be worn; or 

3. There is a barrier in place. 
 

This includes areas like hallways, staffrooms, photocopy rooms, etc. 
 

2. For elementary students, wearing masks indoors remains a personal choice, but elementary students 
are encouraged to follow the same rules as the secondary students.  Many of our grade 6/7 classes 
were already using masks and schools will strongly encourage these practices to continue. 

 
3. Music classes:  students using equipment or playing instruments should also be spaced at least two 

metres apart and masks are to be used when singing.  Shared equipment or items, such as musical 
instruments, can only be used if they are cleaned according to strict school sanitization guidelines.  
Masks are strongly encouraged in elementary music classes. 

 
4. Physical education:  high intensity physical activities are to be held outside as  

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/administration/kindergarten-to-grade-12/safe-caring-orderly/k-12-covid-19-health-safety-guidlines.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/administration/kindergarten-to-grade-12/safe-caring-orderly/k-12-covid-19-health-safety-guidlines.pdf
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much as possible.  Shared equipment or items, such as weight machines,  
treadmills, can only be used if they are cleaned according to strict school sanitization guidelines. 
 

5. Bus students:  masks are required for all students K-12.  Elementary students who are not able to wear 
a mask are asked to provide a note from their parent/guardian to the bus driver. 

 
6. School sites are being provided with updated COVID-19 health and safety checklists to ensure they 

consistently follow provincial guidelines.  School administrators will provide the completed checklist to 
the Ministry. 

 
7. Assistant HR Director, Erica Schmidt, has updated our Pandemic Response and Exposure Control Plans 

which can be found here and on our website.  
 

8. All group meetings should be held virtually. 
 
 One of the most important factors to keeping schools safe is a daily screening for any COVID-19 symptoms, 

which is why daily health checks continue to be required.  To support daily screening, a new K-12 health-
checker app has been developed for students and their families and can be found at:  
https://www.k12dailycheck.gov.bc.ca/ 

 When to get tested for COVID:   
http://www.bccdc.ca/Health-Info-Site/Documents/COVID_public_guidance/When_to_get_tested.pdf 

 The BC Centre for Disease Control has a new website with information and resources about health and 
safety measures in K-12 schools, student and staff safety, and what happens when there is a COVID-19 case 
in school: www.bccdc.ca/schools 

 Families and students can find up-to-date information about K-12 schools at:  
https://www.gov.bc.ca/safeschools.  The B.C. K-12 daily check app can be found at the following addresses: 
Apple: https://apps.apple.com/us/app/bc-k-12-daily-health-checker/id1  47334827 
Google: https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.qp.k12App 

 
I know this is challenging for everyone as social interactions are so important for overall well being.  By staying 
the course we are able to ensure our schools remain open and we minimize the number of students who 
need to self isolate. 
 
Please remember we have support staff in all our schools to support you with your children.  Several school 
PACs and DPAC have hosted online events offering tools and resources to help everyone stay mentally and 
physically healthy through this time.  Your PAC is willing to offer additional support if you need.  Just ask.   
 
Thank you to all parents for following the drop off and pick up procedures at school. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Joe Rogers, Superintendent of Schools     
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