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The Ministry was very pleased to release the preliminary operating grant tables for the 2019/20 school year on Friday 
March 15th. Now that you have this critical information you are able to set about finalizing your budgets for the next 
school year. I wanted to take this opportunity to highlight some very important elements of the funding for next year as 
the Ministry works towards its strategic goal of enhancing student success and supporting vulnerable students. 
Firstly, the funding formulae have not changed for 2019/20 – all supplements and model calculations will remain the 
same next year. Overall, operating grants to school districts are set to increase by at least $116 million for the 2019/20 
school year, for a total of approximately $5.338 billion, an increase of 2.2%. Including all operating funding for Boards of 
Education, we are estimating that average per student funding in 2019/20 will be $10,678, more than 10% higher than in 
2016/17. This includes funding for the final round of wage and prep time increases under the expiring collective 
agreements and the Economic Stability Dividend; funding for the Support Staff and Teacher collective agreements 
starting in 2019 is not included in this funding and will be announced as a special grant once agreements are signed and 
fully ratified.   
 
As you know, the funding formulae include a basic student allocation as well as supplementary funding to recognize the 
unique geographic features of school districts and student populations with diverse learning needs. What has changed 
slightly for 2019/20 is how the additional funding is being distributed to school districts through the existing model – the 
Ministry has distributed the funding amongst the various rates and supplements in the model using a slightly different 
approach for 2019/20. Specifically: 

  2019/20 Recovery Allocation 

Supplement Rate Rate of Labour 

  Increase Change Funding 

Basic Allocation (excluding Distributed Learning)                    49.38  (4.38)            25,512,118  

Summer (Gr 1-9)                      3.00                       99,465  

Summer (Gr 10-12)                      7.00                     128,646  

Students with Special Needs - Level 1              3,600.00                 2,070,000  

Students with Special Needs - Level 2                 800.00               14,356,800  

Students with Special Needs - Level 3                 450.00                 3,191,850  

English / French Language Learners                    75.00                 4,436,475  

Indigenous Students                 220.00               12,246,520  

Non-graduated Adult Education                    77.00                     255,006  

Student Location Factor (elementary)                      6.96    
             2,162,369  

Student Location Factor (secondary)                      9.28    

Small Community           6,161,984                 6,161,984  

Low Enrolment           3,108,003                 3,108,003  

                 73,729,235  

 

 



 

 

Estimated funding for students with special needs will increase by $33 million this year, while the Supplement for 
Indigenous Education increases by $13 million. We have also ensured that geographic supplements some of the regional 
inequities that exist in student outcomes by allocating an additional $16 million through the geographic supplements 
and an extra $49 million is being provided through the basic allocation for standard, alternate and continuing education 
schools. The Basic Allocation is being reduced by $4.38 per student FTE to provide supplemental funding for BCPSEA and 
to pay a portion of the fees due to Access Copyright.  The supplemental funding to BCPSEA has been requested by them 
to recognise the additional services that they are providing to school districts, including the importance of this year as a 
bargaining year for both teachers and support staff and the need to update and improve their EDAS data system. The 
fees to Access Copyright are the result of a July 2017 federal court decision and are an ongoing liability. The recovery 
represents a portion of the costs for these items, with the Ministry paying the majority of the costs. 

Allocating the additional funding in this manner is in keeping with the principle of equity for all students, regardless of 
their background and where they live, and helps ensure that all 60 school districts receive a fair share of labour 
settlement funding for 2019/20 noting that there have been a number of school districts in the past that have received 
little to no labour settlement funding in past years. It also allows the various supplemental funding categories to catch-
up with the growth that the basic allocation rate has experienced over the past over the past eight years. In 2016/17 the 
provincial 6-year completion rate was 66% for Indigenous students, 48% for students with moderate to severe special 
needs, and 13% for physically dependent/deaf-blind students. Provincially these numbers are not good enough and we 
must all make efforts to improve the outcomes of these student groups.  
 
In recent years, supplemental funding rates and amounts for these groups has not increased significantly, especially 
when compared proportionally to the basic per student allocation, and the Ministry has taken steps this year to address 
this imbalance in the rates. Since 2011, the Supplement for Indigenous Education has only increased three times for a 
cumulative total of $80 per student. Likewise, supplemental funding for students with special needs has only increased 
three times over this period. Conversely, over the same period the basic per student allocation has increased 6 times by 
over 10%, compared to 6% for these other supplements. The last major change to the geographic supplements 
happened in the 2012/13 school year and since then they have only increased by $11 million, or 4%. This year we are 
rectifying that with an increase of 6% to bring it into alignment with the basic allocation increase over the same period. 

For the first time since 2006 every B.C. school district is forecast to see an increase in funding for next school year which 
is a tremendous achievement. I look forward to seeing improved outcomes for students next year. 

 


