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Introduction / Background 
 
The Board was provided with a 2019/20 Budget Update Report on November 20, 2019. 
 
With the changes in enrolment and other factors, revenue and expense projections have 
changed from our preliminary budget estimates.  Staffing and resources have been 
adjusted to reflect the changes in the student population. 
 
Revenues are expected to increase by $1,450,000 and expenses by $750,000 resulting in 
$700,000 being available for additional budget allocations. 
 
The Board has expressed interest in purchasing electric buses.  Electric buses are 
considerably more expensive than regular buses.  The Board was advised that 
consideration should be given to approve an additional transfer to Local Capital to 
support future electric bus purchases in the amount of $300,000. 
 
The management team has been identifying and reviewing other potential budget 
increases of approximately $400,000 that could be included in the amended budget.  Any 
budget increases in 2019/20 should be aligned with potential changes for the 2020/21 
school year. 
  
The district has commenced the 2020/21 Budget Development Process and a 2020/21 
Preliminary Budget Report to the Board is being presented. 
 
The Ministry of Education continues to undertake a comprehensive review of the Funding 
Allocation System.  Considering the significant impact changes to the Funding Allocation 
System can have on school districts, and given the limited amount of time between now 
and March 15th, the district may have little advance notice with respect to changes for the 
2020/21 school year. 

 
The 2020/21 Preliminary Budget Report identifies approximately $700,000 in unfunded 
projected cost increases for the 2020/21 school year. 
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Recommendations / Next Steps 

 

The 2019/20 Amended Annual Budget Bylaw will be presented to the Board for 
their consideration at the January 15, 2020 Board meeting and will be in 
compliance with legislative requirements. 
 
The amended budget will be prepared based on a number of assumptions and projections 
and consistent with the Board’s Budget Guiding Principles and Budget Criteria. 
 
As the 2020/21 Preliminary Budget Report identifies, there are approximately $700,000 in 
unfunded projected cost increases for next school year. 
 
If the Board approved only one-time expenses from the available revenues in 2019/20, this 
would provide financial resources to offset these unfunded costs next year. 
 
Therefore, it is recommended that the available funding projected in 2019/20 be only 
utilized for one-time expenses.   
 
The following outlines the recommended allocation of these funds: 
 
1) Electric Buses   $300,000 (Transfer to Local Capital) 
2) District Track and Field              5,000 
3) School Syilx Signage      25,000 
4) Learning Commons Fund   370,000 (Transfer to Local Capital) 

      TOTAL    $700,000 

 

1) Funds would be transferred to Local Capital to support the purchase of electric buses 
and associated electric charging stations. 

2) These funds would support the purchase of equipment to support our track and field 
school, zone and district meets.  

3) These funds would enable the district to start adding additional school signage to 
highlight the Syilx language. 

4) Funds would be transferred to Local Capital to support the purchase of furniture and 
equipment, along with minor renovations, to support the transformation of our 
traditional libraries to learning commons spaces. 

 
Recommendation: 
That the Board of Education approve the recommended allocations as 
outlined for inclusion in the 2019/20 Amended Budget Bylaw. 
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