Mission Hill Elementary School
1510 – 36th Street Vernon, BC V1T 6C8
Phone: 250.545.0639: Fax: 250.545.9843
Principal: Ms. C. Johnson
cjohnson@sd22.bc.ca
Vice Principal: Ms. A. Salmon
asalmon@sd22.bc.ca
September 1, 2020
Dear Mission Hill Families,
We have many things to look forward to this coming school year! As we re-start this Fall within
the COVID19 pandemic, safety for everyone is our number one priority. Our school goals
continue to be focused on developing strong Literacy skills for every student, providing
Personalized Learning Opportunities to support every student’s success, and developing a
deeper understanding of our community and the people who live here. We are deeply
committed to providing every child with the tools they need in order to work toward their goals
and achieve success. Our school will follow all safety protocols to ensure that our learning
environment is safe.
We are relying on you and our community partners to be active members of the learning team!
It is important that as we move through this pandemic that we continue to promote a culture of
respect, kindness, and engagement in our school. Our students are the centre of our decisions
and together we support their continued educational growth and social and emotional wellbeing.
We look forward to the upcoming school year and the experiences we will share together as a
community. Together we can make a difference, providing the best opportunities for our
students to become independent and positive, contributing citizens in our world.
Please see the attached important information about our school’s COVID19 protocols, general
information about the school and a timeline for the restart of school. Please check the
timeline for important information about when your child is to attend school in the first
week!
If, for any reason, your child will not be starting the school year with us as currently
scheduled, please contact us as soon as possible.
See you in September!

Kind regards,

Ms. Colline Johnson
Principal
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Mission Hill School General Information
Will your child be away? Safe Arrival Program: 250-545-0639. Our school has a safe
arrival program. If your child is going to be away or late, be sure to call the office and leave a
message at any time of day/night. For safety reasons, we request details about why your child
is away. If it is due to illness, please describe their symptoms. Please inform the office if your
child has contracted lice or any other nuisance or communicable diseases, illness, etc.
Parking Lot: Our school parking lot is a busy place, especially as school begins and at pick up
time at the end of the day. Please respect the handicapped parking zone that is just
outside the Kindergarten classrooms. We have staff, students and parents who need
access to these spots at all times. The Drop-off zone is intended to be a gentle flow of traffic
where people stop briefly to load their child into the vehicle and then proceed out of the parking
lot. While using the Drop-off zone please
 stop momentarily to let your passengers out
 do not exit your vehicle
 do not arrive early and remain parked in the zone
 pull up to the furthest open spot along the concrete wall before stopping to pick
up your child.
Your child will be outside in the waiting area near the parking lot for pick-up time.
Drop off and pick up of students:
Please inform the office of adults that should be listed in our system that are authorized to pickup your child. If there is any change to your regular pick-up/drop-off routine, please ensure that
the teacher and office are informed ahead of time.
Volunteering (in the school or on field trips): All volunteers must complete a criminal record
check. The process is FREE of charge. We encourage you to complete your check as soon as
possible as it can sometimes take up to 12 weeks to process. Please see attached CRC
information. All volunteers who may be driving students must complete the volunteer driver’s
form (available at the office). AT THIS TIME, WE ARE NOT ALLOWING VOLUNTEERS
INSIDE THE BUILDING BUT THERE MAY BE OPPORTUNITIES TO VOLUNTEER DURING
OUTSIDE ACTIVITIES AND EXCURSIONS.
Contact Information: Please ensure that the office always has your current email address,
home address and telephone information. In our efforts to go green, we send most notices
and newsletters throughout the year via an email to families or through our school voice
messaging system. Email messages often come from this email address (these are not junk
mail!): <sysadmin@myeducation.gov.bc.ca>
Parent Advisory Council:
Our school has an active PAC group that meets once per month. PACs are forums within each
school community to discuss matters affecting the school and the education of your children.
Parents’ voices are a tremendous value to their school. They offer a wealth of ideas and
support in the challenges that face all public schools. All parents are members of the PAC and
can attend PAC meetings at any time in the year.
School Fees:
Please see attached notice about school fees.
09/01/2020
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Mission Hill School Exposure Control: Return to School Plan Overview
Our school re-start plan is designed to prioritize health and safety of students and staff, while
maximizing in-class instructional time for all students. We feel our learning model supports an
opportunity to continue to provide rich learning experiences that will positively impact student
learning, including social and emotional learning and mental health.
Key safety planning includes:


Organizing students into learning groups (cohorts) and keeping learning groups as small
as possible (below the established maximums set by the Ministry of Education).
 Limiting physical contact within established learning groups.
 Encouraging physical distancing outside the established learning group.
 Making non-medical masks available to students and staff
 Know the facts
o All of our safety planning aligns with guidance from the BCCDC, PHO, Interior
Health, WorkSafeBC and the Ministry of Education
o Familiarize yourself with symptoms of COVID-19
o Be aware of the daily health-check (attached). Parents must do a health check of
their child each day & staff must do a personal health check daily.
o If symptoms are present; stay home and use the online self -assessment tool
and contact 8-1-1 or your health care provider for further guidance and testing.
 Learning Groups
o Students will be attending school in learning groups (cohorts) to decrease their
contacts.
o Elementary Learning Groups - maximum of 60 (30 or less whenever
possible)
 Learning groups are smallest in elementary schools because it is
more challenging for younger students to maintain physical
distance
 Symptomatic at School – Staff or Students
o Individuals will promptly be separated from others and placed in an isolation
room to await pick-up
o Parent/caregiver will be contacted to pick up an ill student immediately.
o Symptomatic staff will be replaced by casual staff.
o If a confirmed COVID-19 positive case occurs, public health will direct school
administration to determine if any staff/students should self-isolate, or if other
staff & students’ families should be notified.
 Safety Measures
o SD22 has hired additional enhanced cleaners:
 to increase cleaning of buses,
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to clean high touch surfaces throughout the day (at least twice every 24
hours)
o General cleaning will continue to occur at least once every 24 hours.
o Everyone will practice regular hand hygiene (see poster here) and cough/sneeze
etiquette.
o Students are expected to wash their hands:
 before they load a bus
 before and after eating
 before and after playing on playgrounds or using equipment
 after using the washroom
 upon entering the school
o Wash stations have been added to all portables.
o Extra hand sanitizing stations & cleaning products are available at schools.
o Ventilation systems have been inspected and all deficiencies have been repaired.
o Avoid touching your face.
o Do not share food or drink.
o Students are not to bring shared food to school (eg. birthday cupcakes)
o Staff and students in gr. 6-12 are required to wear a non-medical mask (K-gr. 5
strong recommended) when unable to maintain physical distancing outside of
their learning group or in high traffic areas (ex. Washrooms, Library, common
areas, hallways, buses).
o All casual staff, TTOCs, and specialist staff or support workers working in close
proximity to students across learning groups will wear masks when working at
school sites and physical distancing can’t be maintained.
 Immunocompromised Individuals
o According to the PHO and BCCDC, most children who are immunocompromised
can return to in-class instruction when safety measures are in place.
o The PHO and BCCDC recommends parents and caregivers of children with
complex conditions or underlying risk factors, or parents and caregivers who are
immunocompromised themselves, consult with their medical health care provider
to determine the level of risk regarding their child’s return to in-class instruction.
 School Site Access
o Schools will use designated entrances and exits and lock access to exterior
doors, except the main entry, after the school start-up/entry in the morning.
o All Mission Hill students (K-7) are to line up on the back field immediately upon
arrival. One parent/caregiver may stand with their child in the line-up and must
maintain physical distancing protocol in the line-up.
o Students who arrive late (after 8:30am) are to wait outside at the front of the
school to be allowed to enter.
o Please ensure students do not arrive to school earlier than required (8:208:30am) and that they head home immediately at the end of the school day
(2:30pm).
o Access to the school will be limited to staff and students; Parent/caregiver and
visitor access will be by appointment. Please contact the office to schedule an
09/01/2020
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appointment in order to enter the school. Please email the classroom teacher to
maintain communication with them and to set up any meetings.
o A yellow drop-off/pick-up bin will be located outside the office if you need to drop
off or pick up items (ex. Library books, signed forms, etc.)
o No after-hours programs or rentals of SD22 facilities.
o No school-wide assemblies or large gatherings.
o Cubbies can be used within learning groups.
 Breaks (Recess & Lunch)
o Recess & Lunchtime protocols at Mission Hill school are:
 Each cohort will be assigned a supervisor and a space to play for the
week. Spaces will rotate each week.
 Students maintain physical distancing in the cohort play spaces.
 Students wash hands before going outside, upon returning to the
classroom and before and after eating.
 Students will be eating at their desk space in the classroom. Please
ensure your child has a lunch that they can handle themselves (ie. need
be able to open own packaging and peel oranges, etc.)
 Bus Transportation
o Mission Hill bus routes will run in the morning and after school.
o Only students who are registered to ride buses will be permitted to travel on
SD22 buses.
o Students from the same household should sit together on buses when possible.
o Students should have washed their hands at home or at school prior to loading
the bus.
o Students are to line up 2m apart when possible by household groups and
then from oldest to youngest when waiting to load and to seat themselves from
the furthest available seat from the back to front.
 Assessment and Reporting
o The return to full in-class instruction in September includes the following:
 Provincial curriculum for all students at all grade levels
 Regular district and provincial reporting and assessment requirements
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Daily Health Check
The following can be used as a tool for parents and caregivers to complete prior to their
child coming to school each day.
Does your child have any of
the following symptoms?
1. Symptoms of Illness*
(CIRCLE ONE)
Fever
YES
NO
Chills
YES
NO
Cough or worsening of chronic cough
YES
NO
Shortness of breath
YES
NO
Sore throat
YES
NO
Runny nose / stuffy nose
YES
NO
Loss of sense of smell or taste
YES
NO
Headache
YES
NO
Fatigue
YES
NO
Diarrhea
YES
NO
Loss of appetite
YES
NO
Nausea and vomiting
YES
NO
Muscle aches
YES
NO
Conjunctivitis (pink eye)
YES
NO
Dizziness, confusion
YES
NO
Abdominal pain
YES
NO
Skin rashes or discoloration of fingers or toes
YES
NO
Have you or anyone in your household
returned from travel outside Canada in the
2.
YES
NO
last
International
14 days?
Travel
Are you or is anyone in your household a
confirmed contact of a person confirmed to
YES
NO
have
COVID-19?
*Check BCCDC’s Symptoms of COVID-19 regularly to ensure the list is up to date.

3. Confirmed
Contact

If you answered “YES” to any of the questions and the symptoms are not related
to a pre-existing condition (e.g. allergies) your child should NOT come to school.
If they are experiencing any symptoms of illness, contact a health-care provider
for further assessment. This includes calling 8-1-1 or a primary care provider like
a physician or nurse practitioner.
If you answered “YES” to questions 2 or 3, use the COVID-19 Self-Assessment
Tool to determine if you should be tested for COVID-19.
09/01/2020
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Mission Hill School Return to School Timeline

August 31 – September 9

School office open for registrations, fees, etc.
9:00am-2:00pm daily

September 2

6:30pm PAC meeting via Zoom ~ any parents may
attend this information session

September 9 (at the end
of the day)

Gr 1-7 families will receive confirmation (via email) of
their child’s division/teacher. Please check your email
~ emails from sysadmin@myeducation.gov.bc.ca are
not junk mail!

September 10

Orientation Day for students in grades 4-7 and
Kindergarten (No school for grades 1-3)
Kindergarten orientation will be outside. Please check
the Gradual Entry schedule for your time.

September 11

Orientation Day for students in grades 1-3 (No school
for grades 4-7 and Kindergarten)

September 14

All students in attendance.
Kindergarten students follow the gradual entry
schedule

Fun Fact:
Every Monday is
“Mission Hill Monday” ~
Wear our school colours!
Blue & White!
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Mission Hill Elementary School
1510 – 36th Street Vernon, BC V1T 6C8
Phone: 250.545.0639 Fax: 250.545.9843
Principal: Ms. C. Johnson
Vice Principal: Ms. A. Salmon
September 1, 2020
RE: SCHOOL FEES
Dear Parents/Guardians,
We encourage all students to participate in our school supply purchasing program. By
purchasing supplies through the school, students are supplied with all basic materials required
throughout the entire year. Students also purchase agenda books through the school.
Fees can be paid at the school office starting August 31st, 2020 from 9:00 am-2:00 pm
Monday-Friday. School fees can be payed online through the MyEd Family Portal. We also
accept cash or cheque (payable to Mission Hill Elementary School). School fees are due by:
September 30th, 2020. If you require any assistance with school fees, please do not hesitate
to inquire at our school office for options that may be available.
KINDERGARTEN & GRADE 1:
School Supplies

$45.00

GRADES 2 & 3:
School Supplies
School Agenda
TOTAL:

$50.00
$10.00
$60.00

GRADES 4 TO 7:
School Supplies
School Agenda
TOTAL:

$55.00
$10.00
$65.00

We look forward to seeing you in September!

Ms. C. Johnson
Principal

09/01/2020
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Mission Hill Bell Schedule
2020-2021
(revised August 26, 2020)

8:25

MORNING WELCOME BELL

8:30

MORNING INSTRUCTION BEGINS

10:10

BELL (Students go outside for recess)

10:25

BELL (End of recess; Instruction begins)

12:15

BELL (Beginning of lunch break – hands
washed, seated to eat)

12:30

BELL (Students go outside to play)

1:00

AFTERNOON WELCOME BELL

1:04

AFTERNOON INSTRUCTION BEGINS

2:30

BELL (Dismissal)
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SD#22 School Calendar 2020/2021
Overview
School Opens, Tuesday
Thanksgiving, Monday
Remembrance Day Holiday, Wednesday
Last day before Winter Vacation, Friday
Schools reopen after Winter Vacation, Monday
BC Family Day, Monday
Last day before Spring Vacation, Friday
Schools reopen for students after Spring Vacation, Monday
Good Friday
Easter Monday
Victoria Day, Monday
Last day for students, Tuesday

September 8, 2020
October 12, 2020
November 11, 2020
December 18, 2020
January 4, 2021
February 15, 2021
March 12, 2021
March 29, 2021
April 2, 2021
April 5, 2021
May 24, 2021
June 29, 2021

Non-Instructional Days = Students Not In Session
Monday, September 28, 2020
Friday, October 23, 2020
Thursday, November 12, 2020
Friday, November 13, 2020
Friday, February 12, 2021
Friday, May 21, 2021
Wednesday, June 30, 2021
Days in Session:
Days of Instruction:
Non-instructional Days
Administrative Day, June 30, 2021

Professional Development Day
Provincial Professional Development Day
Non-instructional Day
Professional Development Day
Okanagan Zone Professional Development Day
Professional Development Day
Administrative Day
186
179
6
1

853 hours of instruction for students in Kindergarten
878 hours of instruction for students in Grades 1 to 7
952 hours of instruction for students in Grades 8-12
School Opening Day, Tuesday, September 8, 2020
**See Return to School plan for details**
School Closure, Tuesday, June 29, 2021
Buses to run four hours early
Student/Parent/Teacher Conferences:
Buses to run two hours early
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