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Principal’s Message 

 
Welcome to the 2021/22 school year!  We hope you had a chance to enjoy some rest, relaxation, and 

family time and that you are rejuvenated and ready for an exciting school year!  We are VERY happy to 

be welcoming back our families and once again inviting our volunteers and parents into the building.  

Although there are still strict COVID protocols we must follow, we are also excited to see a return for 

most of our regular events and activities, such as school sports and assemblies.  

 

For as much as we were hoping for a complete return to “regular” operations, COVID protocols 

continue to play a significant role in our lives.  However, we will make the best of it and are happy to 

return to more “typical” operations and familiar systems.  Please familiarize yourself with the attached 

School COVID protocols.  We depend on our entire Ellison community, to help keep our students, staff, 

and families healthy and safe.  We did a fabulous job last year as we were one of the only schools in the 

district not impacted directly by COVID exposures, resulting in a loss of instructional time for groups or 

classes of students and staff...great work Ellison Community! 

 

We have a dynamic and talented school staff. We have a number of new staff members who joined our 

team for this year, however, as the staffing is not yet completely finalized, I will send-out the list of staff 

in our follow-up September newsletter.  

  

Our goal at Ellison is to continue to facilitate a strong school culture that focuses on providing a safe, 

nurturing environment of active learners, where all are welcomed, valued, and appreciated for what they 

can bring as individuals to the classroom, school, and community.  To do this, we will continue to 

concentrate on our SOAR virtues and by providing opportunities for student engagement and leadership 

in all grades. We will also focus on social emotional learning and mental health, given the strains and 

impacts that COVID, wildfires and global issues are having not only on our youth, but on adults as well.  

There has never been a more important need for teaching the heart as well as the mind. 

 

Mr. Doerksen and I look forward to meeting you and working with our families. Although this year is 

our third year at the school, due to COVID and restrictive protocols, we were unable to enjoy face to 

face introductions with most of our family community!  Here’s to a fabulous school year, filled with 

new friendships, new adventures, and exciting learning opportunities! 

  



 

What Happens on Day One, Two …Possibly Three of Week One?? 
 

A reminder that all students will be dismissed on Tuesday September 7th at 11:30 
 

Wednesday September 8th is the first full day of school 8:30 – 2:30 
 

Due to August and September registrations and fluctuating student numbers we are unable to confirm 

student classroom placements for the first few days of school.  Therefore, we will have students return to 

the classroom and teacher from last year.  A benefit of this model is that it is a nice way for students to 

return to a new school year as it reduces the angst for students, as they return to a familiar setting and 

classroom routines.   

 

➢ On September 7th and 8th, students will line-up with their class from last year, on the pavement 

area outside the gym at the morning bell.  As we did last year, each classroom line-up will be 

indicated with the teacher’s names. 

 

➢ There will be a welcome table located in the parent drop-off area for new students to Ellison. 

Staff will place new students to Ellison in a grade appropriate classroom, until the classroom 

placements are finalized 

 

Once we can do a final count of our student registrations and confirm our enrollment numbers, we will 

aim to move the students into their new classes later in the day on Wednesday or possibly Thursday. 

 

Once we have finalized our school organization (on either Wednesday or Thursday) and have moved the 

students into their 21/22 class placements, they will be dismissed from their new class line up, but in the 

common dismissal area, so parents can still see their child 

 

➢ In order to minimize the crowds and adhere to COVID protocols, we will continue to have 

parents wait for their child at the parent waiting area, as we did last year.   

 

➢ Please regularly check your child’s backpacks on Wednesday or Thursday for a newsletter 

detailing your child’s class placement for the 2021/2022 school year. 

 

➢ New Gr. 1’s (last year’s K students) will line-up at the cones, in the common dismissal area and 

will be dismissed first to the parents waiting in the parent pick-up/drop off area.  (Indicated with 

signs) 

 

➢ We will continue to dismiss students in a staggered format, to minimize crowding.  We typically 

begin with the primary classes. 

 

➢ Kindergarten parents will drop off and pick-up students at the doors located at the end of their 

classroom wing.  Kindergarten teachers will familiarize parents with the drop-off and pick-up 

process during the gradual entry time-frame. 

 

 
 



 

Student Class Placement and Parent Requests 
 

A considerable amount of time is spent reviewing the parental requests that were invited and submitted 

from March to June.  During the class drafting process, each parent request is carefully reviewed and 

considered in addition to creating classes that are balanced. When drafting class lists, teaching teams 

discuss each child’s social and emotional needs, as well as their academic needs in an effort to create a 

balanced and effective learning environment for all students in that particular class.  

 

Understandably, the first few days of school can be highly anxious times for students.  Although 

friendships are one of the important considerations when drafting class lists, at times it may not be the 

top priority when considering all of the other educational factors.  However, once classes are settled, 

establishing a class community, and fostering positive social relationships is a priority for teachers.  

Please reassure your child over the first few days and support them in establishing new friendships, as 

creating new social connections and friendships is yet another important aspect of school and a critically 

important life skill. 

 

Requests for changes to student placement in September can quickly negate the original design of the 

classroom based on all of the students’ needs, the social groupings and the balance in the classes. These 

changes then create a ripple effect in the design of several classes throughout the school.  

 

➢ Therefore, requests for changes to classes will not be made in September, unless there are 

exceptional circumstances. 

 
                           Student School Supplies for 2021/2022 

 
As has been the traditional practice at Ellison, teachers have ordered student school supplies for 

September.  Ordering school supplies for students saves parents time and money.  We continue to 

strongly recommend that parents purchase the school supplies through Ellison to ensure that each child 

receives the correct materials for their specific classroom and parents receive the benefits of cost savings 

due to bulk ordering of quality supplies.   

 

Given the many unknowns at the beginning of the last school year, we only ordered essential supplies 

for students, and therefore offered a reduced cost to parents that reflected a basic supply order.  This 

year, we have returned to a full supply list and therefore the price may increase slightly from last year.   

 

➢ The District has implemented an online payment system for schools.  Parents will receive 

additional information about the online system in early September, as well as a confirmation of 

fees for their child’s school supplies and agenda.   

 

➢ We ask that parents submit payment as soon as possible following receipt of this information, so 

that students can receive their supplies directly following classroom placements. 

 
 

Morning Arrival and End of the Day Routines & Supervision Times 



 

 
We ask that our parents and students are aware of the morning and end of the day supervision times and 

that parents please ensure that students do not arrive at school prior to 8:10 a.m., unless supervised by a 

parent/guardian.   

 

➢ At the end of the day, we request that parents help us to promote safety and that students go home 

at the 2:30 dismissal bell.  Students may return to the playground, if they are escorted by a 

parent/guardian or have reported home and the parent is aware that they have returned to the 

unsupervised playground after 3:00 p.m.    

 

This policy ensures safe practices, as the school can be confident that all children have returned home at 

the end of the day. Following a check-in policy at home, parents are aware of their child’s whereabouts 

without an assumption that they are still at the school being supervised.  We thank you for your 

cooperation and partnership in helping to maintain systems focused on the safety of our students. 

 
Ellison Student Handbook for 2021/2022 

 

We have updated the Ellison Student/Family Handbook in order to provide general information for our 

new families and to provide important reminders for our “alumni” families.  The Ellison Handbook has 

been included as an insert in the student planners and is also available on our school website.   

 

➢ We strongly encourage all of our families (new and returning) to take some time to review 

the school expectations, general information and Code of Conduct with their children.  

 

It is important that as partners in learning, that all partners ~ from our students, to parents and staff, 

that we all have the same information in order for us to be successful as a team, in ensuring a safe 

and respectful learning environment. 

 

               Medical Alerts for 2021/2022 School Year 

 
All families of students with life-threatening medical conditions (disease, allergy, or illness) 
are required to provide the school with up-to-date information each year.  Current families 
at Ellison will have received documentation prior to the summer with forms to complete and 

return to the school in September. This documentation is essential, as it guides our response to potential 
medical emergencies for students while at school.   
 

Kindergarten 2021/2022 
 
We are very excited to welcome all of our new full day kindergarten students to Ellison Elementary!  
Our three Kindergarten teachers: Ms. Scott, Mrs. Stromme and Mr. Burmeister have been very busy 
preparing and planning for their new students.   
 
➢ The first full day of Kindergarten will be: Monday September 20th  
➢ Please refer to your individual student information packages that you received during the 

summer for the specific times and dates for your child’s individual interview times and specific 
gradual entry plan. 



 

COVID Protocols for all K -12 Schools 
 

➢ SD22 Protocols, Provincial Health Office Direction and BCCDC Directives:  Students and 

staff can safely participate in full-time, in-class instruction in accordance with current public 

guidelines for schools. All members of School District No. 22 (SD22) community have a shared 

responsibility to protect themselves and others from the spread of COVID-19, or any other 

communicable disease. A detailed Communicable Disease Plan is part of SD22’s commitment to 

promote the health and safety of all employees, students, and visitors by providing information 

that can be used to prevent the contraction and spread of communicable diseases, and to guide 

appropriate responses. Our plans are based on current guidance from the BC Centre for Disease 

Control (BCCDC).  Revisions to SD22’s Communicable Disease plan will be posted on the 

SD22 website and Ellison’s website. We will communicate any updates to parents as they 

become available:  Link to SD22's recent CDPP plan 

 

➢ Learning Groups: Based on the Provincial K-12 direction, learning groups and cohorts are no 

longer required.  Therefore, students will have recess and lunch playtime, at the same time.  

However, as we have done during non-COVID times, there will be a weekly rotation schedule to 

assign playground and pavement zones during recess and lunch time to ensure equal access to all 

classes of these areas. 

 

➢ Visitors and Volunteers: COVID protocols are still in effect in schools. Schools are still 

required to ensure distancing whenever possible and to maintain a contact tracing log for all 

visitors to the school.  Therefore, families wanting to meet with teachers or office staff, will need 

to book a meeting prior to entry, which will help us plan for spaces to meet and for tracking of 

people in and out of the building. 

   

➢ The front door of the school will be open.  Parents wanting to simply drop-off a lunch or speak 

with their child are asked to come directly to the office. However, anyone entering the building 

will still be required to do a health wellness check prior to entry and will be required to complete 

the contact tracing binder.  

 

➢ For the health and safety of the school community, schools will continue to limit access to the 

classrooms, unless the visitor’s purpose for being in the school is to be in the classroom..  

 

➢ Carpooling: Schools should share the following guidance with staff and families regarding 

carpooling arrangements (personal or school-related):   

 

o Spread out vehicle occupants as much as possible.  

o Travel with the same people whenever possible. •  

o Open windows when the weather allows.  

o Clean hands before and after trips.  

o Clean frequently touched surfaces regularly.  

For carpooling related to school activities, students, staff and other adults must follow the mask 

requirements outlined in the Personal Protective Equipment section  For personal carpooling, as 

https://sd22.bc.ca/wp-content/uploads/Safety-Plan-Information-School-Start-Up-September-2021.pdf
Personal%20Protective%20Equipment%20section


 

per public health recommendations, people 9 and older are encouraged to wear masks while 

carpooling (masks are not suggested if carpooling with members of the same household).                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         


