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Hello Ellison Families, 

We had a great virtual turn-out for the April Student/Parent/Teacher conferences.  We have received feedback  
from some of our families that the virtual platform works nicely for parents and allows for flexibility with after-
school sports, work schedules or just the ease of engaging in conversations, while remaining at home.  The 
District will be seeking parent input regarding the Mid-Year conferences.  The Parent feedback survey will be sent 
directly from the School Board Office, so please watch for this email in the next few days, as your input is valued 
and helps to determine the format for the conferences for next year. 

...Well, it is official, the final countdown to school is underway, perhaps earlier than what we may want, but the 
kiddos are feeling “summer in the air!”  The final three months of school is typically a very busy time at the 
school.  At this time it is difficult to say with absolute certainty what the yearend will look like, however, if the 
current provincial protocols are still in place at the end of June, there will be an impact on our traditional 
festivities and “typical” yearend events.  
 
We all have our sights and hopes set on the 2021/2022 school year, with an anticipation of “hopefully” a return 
to a sense of normalcy.  We are looking forward to once again gathering together as an entire school 
community, welcoming our parents and volunteers back into the school and one day soon, being able to remove 
the masks permanently...however, time will tell as to what specifically September will look like. 
 
WISHING ALL OF OUR AMAZING MOM’S A VERY HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY ON MAY 9TH.  
 
Kind Regards, 
 
Angela Utley 
Principal 
 

Ellison Exterior Refresh 

 
You may have noticed that “something” is happening at Ellison, as the outside of the school appears begins to 
transform!  The exterior colours of our school are being updated and will reflect our school color of dark blue.  
The new colour palette will be darker greys, light grey and dark blue – we are excited to see the completed 
appearance! 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 

Congratulations Mrs. Peplow ! 

 
Our fabulous teacher librarian will be going on maternity leave at the end of next week.  We wish her all the 
best. We are pleased to welcome Ms. Bowers as our new Librarian for the remainder of the year.  Ms. Bowers is 
also the Friday Kindergarten teacher and partner to Mrs. Stromme. 
 

Lost and Found Items 

 
Our Lost and Found rack is overflowing – students have been encouraged to take a “fly-by,” however many 
hoodies and jackets, etc. remain unclaimed.  The Lost and Found rack will be placed in the parent waiting area 
for the morning and afternoon drop off and pick-up...hopefully, we can get these valuable 
items back to their rightful owners. 
           
 

Parent Input for 2021 – 2022 classroom placement 

By the end of May and early June, we will begin the thinking and planning process for student placement for the 
September 2021 school year.  The placement of students in classes is a very thoughtful and complex process.  
During our placement discussions, consideration is given to many factors such as: a child’s learning styles, 
behavioural and social needs, peer relationships, class size limits, class composition, grade balance - if it is a split 
class, as well as the instructional needs in the class.  We must consider all factors related to creating an 
educational sound placement for each child, and while friendships is an important factor that is considered, we 
are unable to accommodate the number of friendship requests we receive when weighed against all of the 
educational factors of designing a classroom. Nor can we accommodate specific requests for individual teachers. 
 
When drafting the classes for the following school year, the school team invests significant time to consider all 
of the above factors.  We value and encourage the input of parents and require that parent’s input is provided 
at the time the classes are drafted, rather than in September, following student class placement . The parent 
input forms are reviewed at each of our class drafting meetings.  Please note that a completed parent input 
form is not a guarantee of placement. If you would like to provide input based on educational sound reasons 
specific to the learning needs of your child, rather than a specific teacher, please complete a Parent - Student 
Placement Input form (Link: Parent Student Placement Input - 2021 and return it to the office by May 17th.  
Completed forms can be emailed to: ellison@sd22.bc.ca. or a paper copy can be returned to the classroom 
teacher, which will then be forwarded to the office. 
 
Please note that requests for changes to student placement in September can quickly create a domino effect 
and negate the original design of the classroom based on all of the students’ needs, the social groupings and the 
balance in the classes. These changes then create a ripple effect in the design of several classes throughout the 
school. Therefore, requests for changes to classes will not be made in September, unless there are exceptional 
circumstances.  We strongly encourage that our parent partners complete the placement input by May 17th.  
 

2021-2022 School Registration and Transfer Requests 

 
If your child will be age 5 on or before December 31, 2021, you can register 

https://sd22org.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/EllisonPVP/EfMRlYwbQwVDkgRvEbXIR64BR2n5TWUunhjd-liactAnxw?e=CTFs0h
mailto:ellison@sd22.bc.ca


him/her for Kindergarten! Please note that our kindergarten classes are filled on an In-catchment, first come, 
first served basis so please register early to ensure your child has a space at Ellison. Please note that due to 
COVID protocols, registrations will be done by appointment only. To request an appointment for registration or 
a transfer request, please call the school at 250 260- 4176.  If you have neighbours with kindergarten age 
children, please pass this information along to them.   

Are you moving?? 

 
We are currently initiating the staffing process for the 2021/2022 school year.  In order to determine our staffing 
allocations, it is really important that we have accurate student enrollment numbers.  If you are intending on 
moving and know that your child (ren) will not be attending Ellison Elementary next year, we would appreciate 
this information and would love to hear from you. Likewise, if your child (ren) will be attending another school in 
the district, you are strongly encouraged to complete a transfer request for that school as soon possible. Please 
contact the school office as soon as possible, if you are moving or require a transfer request. Thank you. 

Fieldtrips and Special Events 

As mentioned earlier, with the current COVID protocols in place, there will be an impact on our typical yearend 
events, such as the annual waterslide fieldtrip or out of town fieldtrips and grade seven camp.  However, some 
outdoor fieldtrips will be possible, so as we enter the May/June time of year, please remind your child to empty 
out his / her backpack daily as consent forms can often be found at the bottom of a backpack.  In order to 
participate in a field trip, all students must have returned a signed consent at least one day prior to the fieldtrip 
experience.  Thank you. 

School Arrival and Dismissal Protocols and Morning Health Check 

Ellison Bell schedule:  Welcome Bell - 8:25  Classes begin – 8:30  Dismissal Bell – 2:30 

During the peak drop-off and pick-up times for students and parents, we depend on parent support and 
adherence to the system to help maintain the health and safety for all – students, parents and staff.  

We ask parents to please remember that the Provincial COVID protocols apply to parents when dropping off 
students in the morning and at the end of the day, while on school grounds.  Ideally, and if possible, parents 
should remain in the vehicle and use the “quick drop off and pick-up lane.   

If that is not possible, please remember to:  limit your contact with those outside of your family bubble, please 
maintain physical distancing and please wear a mask. Please continue to be vigilant with the Daily Health 
Checks every morning, prior to sending students to school.  It is through the practice of this morning routine, 
that we collectively keep the school a healthy and safe place for our entire school community.  

Visitor and Parent Access to School 

To minimize contact within school, access to the school is limited to students and staff. All school doors are 
locked after students enter in the morning. The front door remains unlocked for parents/guardians who have 
made a pre-booked appointment.  



If students are being dropped off after the morning bell and entrance, or throughout the day – please drop off 
students at the office door and then call the office at the front door – please do not enter.  Please follow the 
directions and signage at the front door.  

• Parents/Caregivers will need to complete a Health Screen prior to entering the building.  A sign-in log 
will need to be provided as well as contact information.  

• All visitors must review and adhere to the site-based Health and Safety protocols; Visitor access during 
school hours will be prioritized to those directly working with students. 

NEWS from the Ellison PAC and Upcoming AGM 

Important Upcoming PAC Dates: 
 Next PAC meeting Tuesday May 11th at 6:30pm via zoom. 

 PAC AGM will be held via Zoom on Tuesday May 11th at 6:30pm.  A link to the PAC AGM will 

be sent out on May 10th.  We will be voting in a new PAC Executive. If you are unable to 

attend; you can email ellisonpac@gmail.com with nominations.  
 Please use view a description of the Ellison PAC Executive Roles  

here:  PAC Executive Roles and Responsibilities 
 We are excited to see everyone there! 

A reminder to “like” The Ellison Eagles PAC Face Book page – Home of the Eagles, as that is where we provide 
current and updated information.   Please send email inquiries to ellisonpac@gmail.com 
 
Due to COVID, all orders for hot lunch, pizza day and popcorn day need to be placed online.  The PAC online 
order site is easy to navigate.  Please visit:  ellisonvernon.hotlunches.net and use the school code: EEHL to 
register your child. Please see the “How To “video on how to register for hot lunch, popcorn and pizza days.  
“How to” register video: https://sd22.bc.ca/ellison/about/lunch%20programs/  

 
All PAC fundraisers and payments will be collected using the hot lunch website.    
A reminder that you can etransfer payments for the hot lunch orders and all PAC fundraisers using the PAC 
email at: vernonellisoneagles@gmail.com  

Important Upcoming Dates - Reminders 

May 11   - PAC AGM meeting (6:30 virtual meeting) 
May 18   - Class Photo Day 
May 21   - Professional Development Day (schools not in session) 
May 24   - Victoria Day ((schools not in session) 
 
June 17   - Ice Cream Truck at Ellison – with outside stations for cohorts 
June 25   - Gr. 7 Yearend celebration – a.m. and outside stations – p.m. 
June 29   - Last Day of school for students – early dismissal at 10:30 

 

 

. 
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