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March 4, 2021 

Hello Ellison Families, 

It is hard to believe that we are quickly approaching Spring Break!  The year has been a blur of new procedures 
and processes; however, our Ellison Community has done very well at maintaining our safety protocols and 
systems – thank you to all of our parents for your vigilance in completing the student daily health checks and for 
reinforcing the school COVID protocols. 

As you know, the first parent-teacher-student conference occurred in October and the intent of the conferences 
was to come together as a team to determine learning and student engagement goals with the student.  
Throughout the year, parents have also received additional communication from teachers on their child’s 
progress through the Written Points of Progress, and just recently received the Mid-Year MYED Communication 
Report.   
 
Following Spring Break, parents will receive a calendar of availability for their child’s teacher, and will be able to 
book an online conference.  During the dates of April 22nd and 23rd we have early dismissal days, in order 
support the Spring Parent/Teacher/Student Conferences.  Dismissal time on both early dismissal days will be at 
11:30.   

We are very excited to announce that recently the Ministry of Education announced that Ellison Elementary was 
a chosen site for an Early Learning Center, with anticipated opening date of late 2021.  Please see below for 
additional information. 

On behalf of our Ellison School Staff and community, we wish all of our families a wonderful and relaxing Spring 
Break, hopefully filled with spring sunshine and warmth.  Stay safe and healthy. 
 
 
Kind Regards, 
 
Angela Utley 
Principal 
 
 
 

 

 



Student Learning Parent Survey 

 
We recently sent out a letter to out to our grade 4 and grade 7 Ellison Families, seeking input from our 
Community.   
 
The Provincial Student Learning Survey gathers valuable information from parents, teachers and students on 
topics related to school environment, safety, and achievement. The information is used for celebrating the 
successes and for planning for areas of need in individual schools. Additionally, it provides a district and 
provincial perspective of learning and school environments, based on information collected from each school 
community.  We welcome our families of students in grades 4 & 7 to provide their thoughts and input.   
 
Parents/Guardians/Caregivers can complete the online anonymous student learning survey, any time before 
11:59 pm on April 30, 2021.  Parents of grade 4 and 7 students received an email from the school, which 
includes the link to the survey. 

Library News 

Mark your calendars! The fun and excitement of a Scholastic Book Fair is coming to our school! To 

adapt to our changing needs, Scholastic has developed a Virtual Book Fair to provide an 

opportunity for our students and families to experience the joy of reading together. 

 
So, save the date! Our Scholastic Virtual Book Fair will take place on March 1-12th, 2021. For further 
information please see the Library newsletter link:  Scholastic Book Fair Newsletter 

 

 

 

 

District 2021/2022 School Calendar 

The Board of Education approved the draft 2021/22 school calendar for public feedback.  Please note the Board 
had previously approved supporting the City of Vernon's bid to host the 2022 BC Winter Games, resulting in a 2-
day school week in February.  (February 21 is BC Family Day and February 24-25 school facilities will be utilized 
for the BC Winter Games). 
 
This calendar (link here) will be before the Board at their April 21, 2021 public meeting for approval.  To provide 
feedback, please email the executive assistant (ljameson@sd22.bc.ca) prior to April 9. 
 

2021-2022 School Registration and Transfer Requests 

 
If your child will be age 5 on or before December 31, 2021, you can register 
him/her for Kindergarten! Please note that our kindergarten classes are filled on 
an In-catchment, first come, first served basis so please register early to ensure 
your child has a space at Ellison. To register, please visit our school website for 

https://sd22org-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/kpeplow_sd22_bc_ca/EYoZvtXFdDlLioV3h_Iy06QBPIHgNEGGcR8i1CMOp9mKvA?wdLOR=cC6F26389-0CD3-754D-87B5-B2EF1758D6FE
https://sd22.bc.ca/wp-content/uploads/Draft-2021-22-School-Calendar.pdf
mailto:ljameson@sd22.bc.ca
mailto:ljameson@sd22.bc.ca


further information: District Registration Information for 2021-2022.  Please note that due to COVID protocols, 
registrations will be done by appointment only. To request an appointment for registration or a transfer 
request, please complete the form:  Form to request a registration/transfer appointment. If you have 
neighbours with kindergarten age children, please pass this information along to them.   

New Early Learning Center and Childcare Facility 

“The Childcare BC New Spaces Fund was launched in July 2018 and provides funding to create new licensed child care, 
helping BC families access affordable, quality child care while strengthening communities across the province.  

SD22 has partnered with the Boys & Girls Clubs of the Okanagan (BGCO) and funding has been approved to construct 
child care facilities at the following Elementary School sites: Mission Hill, Ellison, and Alexis Park.  

The Early Learning Centers will be comprised of two modular buildings at each school site and operated by BGCO. 
Spaces will be designated for pre-school aged children for both child care and pre-school programming as well as 
before-and-after school care spaces for school-aged children. Each Early Learning Centre location will also feature an 
outdoor play space, including a fully accessible play structure.”    

Please note that the anticipated timeline for opening will not be until late 2021.  More information will be 
forthcoming as the projects progress.  All questions regarding the Early Learning Center and childcare facilities in 
Vernon with a projected opening date of late 2021, should be directed to the Boys and Girls Club of the Okanagan. 

For additional information on the Early Learning Centers please see the attached link: Government release - Early 
Learning Childcare Facilities 
 

Lost and Found Items 

We have acquired several lost and found items.  To help families re-unite with unclaimed 
jackets, hoodies, mittens, etc., we will have our lost and found clothes rack outside and 
available for parents to view – and claim, the week prior to Spring Break. 

 

School Arrival and Dismissal Protocols and Morning Health Check 

Ellison Bell schedule:  Welcome Bell - 8:25  Classes begin – 8:30  Dismissal Bell – 2:30 

During the peak drop-off and pick-up times for students and parents, we depend on parent support and 
adherence to the system to help maintain the health and safety for all – students, parents and staff.  

We ask parents to please remember that the Provincial COVID protocols apply to parents when dropping off 
students in the morning and at the end of the day, while on school grounds.  Ideally, and if possible, parents 
should remain in the vehicle and use the “quick drop off and pick-up lane.   

If that is not possible, please remember to:  limit your contact with those outside of your family bubble, please 
maintain physical distancing and please wear a mask. 

https://sd22.bc.ca/ellison/registration/
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=pQ6NsN8BU0CtyEwqkBlEKEi4e1WLrG9NvdEJ2isXTSRUNlBNS01GSVpGVTM0R0RJRFVPT0M2SE8zRy4u
https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2021CFD0015-000330
https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2021CFD0015-000330


Please continue to be vigilant with the Daily Health Checks every morning, prior to sending students to school.  
It is through the practice of this morning routine, that we collectively keep the school a healthy and safe place 
for our entire school community.  

Visitor and Parent Access to School 

To minimize contact within school, access to the school is limited to students and staff. All school doors are 
locked after students enter in the morning. The front door remains unlocked for parents/guardians who have 
made a pre-booked appointment.  

If students are being dropped off after the morning bell and entrance, or throughout the day – please drop off 
students at the office door and then call the office at the front door – please do not enter.  Please follow the 
directions and signage at the front door.  

• Parents/Caregivers will need to complete a Health Screen prior to entering the building.  A sign-in log 
will need to be provided as well as contact information.  

• All visitors must review and adhere to the site-based Health and Safety protocols; Visitor access during 
school hours will be prioritized to those directly working with students 

Cell Phones at School 

There has been an increase in students using cell phones during the school day and taking cell phones out during 
class or outside during break times.  School policy is that if there is a family need for a student to carry a cell 
phone to and from school, that the cell phone goes into the backpack upon arrival at the school grounds and 
remains in the backpack for the duration of the day.   

There may be times, for educational reasons that a teacher may give permission for use of the cell phone 
however this would be a special circumstance.  For safety reasons, it is important that communication home, 
occurs through the office.  If a parent needs to contact their child while they are at school, please contact the 
school office and we will call the student down to the office.  If a child is sick, the office will contact the parent. 

 For further information, please review the cell phone policy, that is outlined further in the student agenda – 
School Handbook.  We appreciate parent support in helping us to maintain and manage the cell phone policy, in 
order to keep our students safe and focussed on their learning, while they are at school. 

Ellison PAC News 

Important Upcoming PAC Dates: 
 Next PAC meeting Tuesday April 13th at 6:30pm via zoom. 

 PAC AGM will be held in May. DATE TBA.    All positions will be up for election. 

A reminder to “like” The Ellison Eagles PAC Face Book page – Home of the Eagles, as that is where we provide 
current and updated information.   Please send email inquiries to ellisonpac@gmail.com 
 

mailto:ellisonpac@gmail.com


Due to COVID, all orders for hot lunch, pizza day and popcorn day need to be placed online.  The PAC online 
order site is easy to navigate.  Please visit:  ellisonvernon.hotlunches.net and use the school code: EEHL to 
register your child. 
Please see the “How To “video on how to register for hot lunch, popcorn and pizza days.  “How to” register 
video: https://sd22.bc.ca/ellison/about/lunch%20programs/  

 
All PAC fundraisers and payments will be collected using the hot lunch website.    
A reminder that you can etransfer payments for the hot lunch orders and all PAC fundraisers using the PAC 
email at: vernonellisoneagles@gmail.com  
 

  The PAC wishes everyone a safe and happy Spring Break! 
 

Important Upcoming Dates - Reminders 

March 12  - Ellison Spirit Day:  Early St. Patrick’s Day – Green Day 
March 15- 26  -  Spring Break  
March 29  - School Re-opens 
 
April 2   - Good Friday (schools not in session) 
April 5   - Easter Monday (schools not in session) 
April 22   - Early Dismissal (11:30) for parent/teacher/student conferences 
April 23   - Early Dismissal (11:30) for parent/teacher/student conferences 
April 30   - Ellison Spirit Day:  Wacky Hair/Hat Day 

 
May 21   - Professional Development Day (schools not in session) 
May 24   - Victoria Day ((schools not in session) 
 
June 29  - Last Day of school for students 
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