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Hello Ellison Families, 

I’ve included a few reminders and updates for you and ask that all of our families please read the included 
information.   

Thank you to our families for your participation and investment in time for our remote and virtual 
student/parent/teacher conferences.  Although we were faced with another change, due to COVID, we managed to 
connect and from what I hear from teachers, even from a distance, the conferences provided an opportunity for very 
rich and student- focused conversations.  The District has sent emails out to families, seeking input on the format, in 
order to make any changes or tweaks for the Spring Conferences.   

We paused to remember today, during a virtual Remembrance Day Assembly.  All students received a poppy and we 
talked about the significance and importance of Remembrance Day and our responsibility to spread kindness and to 
create peace for ourselves and others.  A reminder that tomorrow is Remembrance Day and all schools will be closed. 

As the weather begins to change, we are seeing an increased volume of vehicles in the parking lot, particularly at 
dismissal time. In the morning, we are seeing students arriving too early, please maintain your staggered drop-off time, 
as outlined below.   In September and the beginning of October, our parking lot plans were working which resulted in a 
safe and manageable parking lot for students and our entire school community.  As mentioned in the parent package 
sent out in late August and early September, given the COVID protocols, we cannot simply return to the old routines and 
as a school we depend on the support and cooperation of our entire parent community.   

It is really important that families choosing to pick-up their child by vehicle, follow the system as outlined below. The 
safety of the parking lot is a collective effort.  On a daily basis, our focus is on maintaining the safety of students as they 
line-up upon arrival in the morning and dismissal in the afternoon.  We dismiss the students in a controlled manner. 
Although it may look like they are dismissed on mass, students are dismissed in a controlled and staggered manner - 
either by single class or by cohort (2 designated classes).  Please familiarize yourself with the outline for the pick-up and 
drop -off routines outlined below. 

As cases are rising across the province and in schools it is a good time to remind our entire school community to 
continue to follow the Exposure Control plan. We have been asked by the District to remind our parent communities to 
avoid congregating in groups and when at school sites follow the SD22 safety protocols and to maintain the required 
distancing, wear a mask etc.  

School Arrival and Dismissal Routines 

Ellison Bell schedule:  Welcome Bell - 8:25  Classes begin – 8:30  Dismissal Bell – 2:30 

Morning Arrival Procedures: 

In order to support physical distancing and close contact during the peak drop -off and pick-up times for students and 
parents, we need the support of our parent community.  Our plans are only as good as our collective efforts.  Simply put, 
the structures and organization of our schools have changed and we cannot return with the mindset that it is the same 
as what school was when we left in March of the last school year ...this includes the pick-up and drop off process in the 

 

 



parking lot. We depend on parent support and adherence to the system to help maintain health and safety, for all – 
students, parents and staff, during the pick-up and drop-off times. 

 

Walk or Bike to School – Reduce Parking Lot Density.  

•  Students and families within the Ellison catchment should walk to and from school as a regular routine and 
whenever possible. 

•  If absolutely necessary to use a vehicle, for older students in particular, determine a drop-off and pick-up place 
close to the school or further down Fulton road (please do not park in the bike lane); 

Drop – Off Times for Walking/Biking Students: 

•  Students Walking/Biking to school:  Students walking/biking to school must aim to arrive at the school, just 

prior to the 8:25 bell.  Parents please ensure that children do not arrive to school earlier than an 8:25 a.m. 

When the student arrives, they will be directed to their line-up area and physical distancing will be promoted 

and consistently reinforced. 

•  Drop – Off Times:  If you absolutely need to drive and you have younger students who cannot be dropped off 

close to the school grounds, please follow the drop-off times indicated below as closely as possible: 

•  Families with last names beginning with “A” through to “M” will drop-off between 8:05 – 8:15 a.m.   

•  Families with last names beginning with “N” through to “Z” will drop off between 8:15 – 8:25. 

•  Parking Lot Drop-Off:  When arriving during your scheduled time a staff member will greet the students in 

the drop off lane.   

 Parents please use the drop- off lane and the following process:  

 5 vehicles can pull into the drop -off lane at the same time for curb-side drop-off – and a quick “drop and 

go,” process; Please have your child exit the vehicle on the right side of the vehicle only - onto the curb. 

Ensure that your child has their backpack in close reach and ready prior to pulling into the drop-and go 

zone, and that they ready to exit the vehicle immediately following the vehicle coming to a full stop. The 

ever-important Hug should be done upon entering the vehicle to drive to school. 

 Please do not drop-off outside of the drop-off zones, as this slows the process down if each vehicle is 

dropping-off in the line-up at different times. In the drop-off lane, a staff will greet each child exiting a 

vehicle and the students will be directed to their line-up area.   

Parent Drop Off and Pick-up Zone of walking students: 

•  To reduce density during the arrival and dismissal process and to ensure physical distancing, we ask that 

parents say good-bye and end of day hello at the Designated parent waiting/pick-up area. We remind parents 

to also maintain physical distancing from others in the designated pick-up area.  This area is marked with 

signage; and is located on the grassy area, on the parking lot side of the cement blocks, just outside the K 

classes. From the line-ups, students will be able to see parents waiting in this area. 

End of Day Dismissal:  

We make every effort to dismiss the youngest students first, in anticipation that the vehicles and parents waiting, are 

waiting for these students. Younger students waiting to be picked-up by vehicle in the school parking lot will be 

dismissed to a designated area, followed by direction to go to the quick pick-up zone. Please inform your child in the 

morning if you will be picking them up by vehicle so that they know and can go to the appropriate dismissal area to 

wait for you. Bus students will wait for their designated bus along the fence line.  



Given all of the safety protocols that the schools must adhere to – it is very important that all students (except those 

waiting for a school bus) go home or are picked up directly following the dismissal bell.  Students may return to play 

on the playground once they have walked home, checked-in at home and the school grounds are cleared of all bussing 

students.  If parents are unable to pick-up students, parents need to make alternate arrangements for students, as 

they cannot remain and wait at the school beyond the end of day dismissal and supervision times. 

Parking Lot Entrance, Exit and Designated Parking Areas 

Our parking has only one entrance and one exit. Signs are posted at the entry and at the exit.  For student safety and 

the safety or our school community, vehicles MUST adhere to the one-way entrance and exit.  There are limited 

designated parking spaces in the parking lot.  Recently, vehicles have been parking on the grassy area located at the 

east end of the parking lot.  This creates several safety concerns; such as issues caused by double parked vehicles, 

vehicles backing-up into the flow of traffic, or backing up where students may be walking.  There have been a few near 

misses already this year – Parents, for the safety of our community, please follow the entrance and exit signage and 

please park in only the designated parking spaces. 

  School Access 

Visitor and Parent Access to school:  

To minimize contact within school, access to the school is limited to students and staff. All school doors will be locked 
after students enter in the morning. The front door will remain unlocked for parents/guardians who have made a pre-
booked appointment.  

If students are being dropped off after the morning bell and entrance, or throughout the day – please drop off 
students at the office door and then call the office at the front door – please do not enter.  Please follow the directions 
and signage at the front door.  

We will provide the student with a late slip and staff will walk students down to their classroom.  A reminder that due to 
the Health and Safety protocols, there is limited access to the classrooms and parents should not be walking students 
down to the classrooms at any time.  Visitors to the school for any reason, must follow the mask on at all times protocol 
and must read the Health and Safety measures, additionally: 

 Parents/Caregivers will need to complete a Health Screen prior to entering the building.  A sign-in log will need to 
be provided as well as contact information.  All visitors must review and adhere to the site-based Health and 
Safety protocols; 

 Visitor access during school hours will be prioritized to those directly working with students 

Important Upcoming Dates - Reminders 

November 11  - Remembrance Day (all schools are closed) 

November 12  - District Wide Non-Instructional Day (all schools are closed) 

November 13  - District Wide Professional Development Day for Staff (all schools are closed) 

November 20  - School will practice and review Safety Drills – Lockdown Drill 

November 24  - Photo Retakes in the morning 

November 30  - All PAC Fudge Orders are due today 



December 18  - Last Day of School for Winter Break 

Dec 21 – Jan 1  - Winter Holidays 

January 4  - Return to School 

 

Costume Celebrations...The Treat Train and The Monster Mash School Wide Dance 

 

                       

  


