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                                      Principal’s Message 

Hello Ellison Families!  Well, it’s been an interesting and unprecedented year – that is for sure!  Typically, at this 
time of the year, we are busy with sports events, fieldtrips, and year end celebrations.  It definitely feels strange 
to not be engaged in similar events and activities this year!  However, we are looking towards the horizon and 
next year and hoping that we can return to familiar routines and school events. 

It was so nice to have many of our students in the school last week!  Thank you to our families for helping us 
with our safety protocols and systems.  We appreciate the support and that students are arriving just prior to 
the bell in the morning and that our parking lot systems seems to be running smoothly.  Thank you!  A reminder, 
to please check your child’s health and wellness prior to sending them to school.  Many thanks to families who 
call and consult with the school when a child is not feeling well.  We really appreciate that our parents are being 
mindful of our collective responsibility in keeping our community safe and healthy. 

Given the uncertainty of where we are currently, we are not sure what the school start-up will look like for Fall, 
but we are moving ahead with our planning. We do know that we will need to be flexible and responsive to the 
direction set by the Ministry of Health and the Ministry of Education. We are also closely monitoring our 
enrollment numbers for the 2020-2021 school year.  

Our school is currently projected for 16 divisions, the same as this year. However, we need your help to project 
our student enrollment numbers as closely as possible.  If you are moving and your child will not be attending 
Ellison next year, we would appreciate you informing the office as soon as possible, as that helps us to be more 
specific in planning for September.  Conversely, if you are aware of a family that will be moving into the Ellison 
catchment, please strongly encourage them to contact the school to register as soon as possible.  

Despite the unprecedented last third of the year, it was a great year and that is strongly related to the wonderful 
students, staff and families at our school!  Thank you for your amazing support, volunteer hours and a huge 
thank you to our incredible PAC and all of the hardworking sub-committees…you truly are appreciated!  The PAC 
Exec and committees work tirelessly and are present in the school almost daily.  
 
On behalf of the Ellison staff, we wish all of our amazing kiddos and their families a wonderful summer holiday 
and we will see you again in September for the 20/21 school year, beginning on Tuesday, September 8th.  
Please ensure that you check our school website the last week of August for updates and calendar events. 

 
Happy Holidays Everyone! 
Mrs. A Utley 

  



 

        Staff Good – byes 

 
As is often the case at this time of the year, we say good-bye to many valued 
staff members, due to staffing processes, short-term contracts, or for those seeking a change.  
Although, the District staffing process is not yet complete, we can announce what has been confirmed 
to this point.   
 
We say good-bye to several of our valued EA staff.  The following staff members worked with small 
groups of students or one to one with students to support learning needs and to ensure that students 
were successful.  We wish the following EA staff members all the best in their new placements: Mr.  
Victor Chirkoff, Ms. Larissa Baga, Mrs. Sherri Jalmarson and Mrs. Jessica Bernier.   
 
Sadly, we also say good – bye to some of our fabulous and valued teaching staff who have worked 
tirelessly to support our students in an unprecedented year!  We thank all of these amazing teachers 
and wish them all the best in their future endeavours – you will be missed!  Good-bye (for now) to:  
Mrs. Tanis Palmer, Mrs. Jennifer Stewart, Mrs. Hawley Radies, Mrs. Angie Miller, Mr. Brian Nekrash and 
Ms. Vipasha Brar. 
 
Last, but certainly not least, we say good-bye to a long-standing Ellison teacher:  Mrs. Susan Gouchee! 
Mrs. Gouchee likes to learn and “change things up” every few years and has recently accepted a 
teaching position at Silver Star Elementary.  Mrs. Gouchee, your sense of humour and positivity will be 
missed by students and staff alike and we wish you all the very best next year! 

 

         Kindergarten Registration for 2020/2021 
 

If your child turns five years old by December 31, 2020, you are able to register him/her for 
Kindergarten! Please register as soon as possible as we are in the staffing and planning stages for next year and 
it’s helpful to know how many students will be attending Ellison next year.  During this time of school closure, 
please call the school at: 250 260-4176 to arrange a time to register.  We can also scan a registration form to 
you for completion at home. The completed registration form must be register accompanied with your child’s 
Birth Certificate, two pieces of Proof of Residence and a Medical CARE card. Should you have neighbours with 
kindergarten age children, please pass this information along to them.  

Important Upcoming Dates in June 

June 10 New Kindergarten Drive-By Welcome and Gift Bag pick-up 
June 17-23 Ellison’s “Got Talent” video will be accessible to Ellison Community using Flipgrid 
June 18/19 Parents will receive an email to set-up My Education parent portal access for report  

cards 
June 23 Last day of In-School Sessions 
June 23 Gr. 7 Drive By:   Good-bye and Best Wishes – 2:30 in the rear parking lot 

(for those not in session on June 23rd) 
 



 

June 24 Last day of remote (online) learning sessions and last day for ESW support in  
Schools 

June 25 Report Cards will be sent home electronically, using our new My Education System 
 
 

                  Student School Supplies for 2020/2021 

 
As has been the traditional practice at Ellison, teachers have ordered student school supplies for September.  
Ordering school supplies for students, saves parents time and money.  As we place a bulk order, the school is 
able to purchase quality supplies, at a reduced cost for parents. Given the many unknowns at this point for 
September, as a school, we have ordered only the essential supplies that all students will need. Therefore, we 
ask that parents not purchase supplies over the summer.  The initial fee for parents will be reduced to reflect a 
basic supply order.  Once we know more in September and once classes are settled, teachers may order a more 
detailed supply lists for the students in their class and parents will then be informed and an additional fee (at a 
supplier reduced cost) will be sent home to parents.  
 
 We continue to strongly recommend that parents purchase the school supplies through Ellison to ensure that 
your child receives the right materials for their specific classroom and parents receive the benefits of cost 
savings due to bulk ordering. The initial school supply fee and student agenda will be sent out in early 
September.  

 

Parent Input form – Class Placement 2020/2021 

We had a great response from parents in our invitation for parent input regarding class placement for 
2020/2021.  We will be referring to each placement input form submitted during our meetings over the next 
week or so.  The process of assigning students to classes is a complex one.  In creating classes, we must balance 
the student needs in each class, and also work within the limits of the Ministry of Education guidelines 
concerning class size and composition. In consultation with the school team, class placement will take into 
account the whole child.  

We must consider all factors related to creating an educationally sound placement for each child and while 
friendships are important and a factor that is considered, we are unable to accommodate the number of 
friendship requests we receive when weighed against all of the educational factors of designing a classroom. Nor 
can we accommodate specific requests for individual teachers.  When drafting the classes, the school team 
invests significant time to consider all of the above factors.  We value the input of parents and require that 
parents provide input at the time the classes are drafted, rather than in the fall. Requests for changes to 
student placement in September can quickly negate the original design of the classroom based on all of the 
students’ needs, the social groupings and the balance in the classes. These changes then create a ripple effect in 
the design of several classes throughout the school. Therefore, requests for changes to classes will not be made 
in September, unless there are exceptional circumstances.  

 

Greetings from Mrs. Peplow! 

 
Ellison library is getting ready for our year end! We are hoping to get all our books returned as soon as possible, 
as many are still out.   For those families with children not attending school, we will have a bin outside the main 



 

office doors for you to drop off library books between 9:00-2:00 each day.  For those families with children 
that are attending school, we will have a bin outside near the classroom line-ups for students to drop books off 
when they join their line-ups in the morning. Please send any library books that your child may have back to the 
school by June 12.     Thank-you from your Ellison Library Team! 

 

Medical Alerts for 2021/2021 School Year 

 
All families of students with life-threatening medical conditions (disease, allergy, or illness) are required to 
provide the school with up to date information each year.  Current families at Ellison will receive 
documentation prior to the summer with forms to complete and return to the school in September. If you do 
receive these forms by June 30th, please contact the school office.   This documentation is essential, as it guides 
our response to potential medical emergencies for students while at school.   

 

SD22 Transportation Update RE:  Bus ridership for 2020/2021 

 
To increase student safety, all students registered for school bus transportation will receive a bus pass, which is 
to be presented to the bus driver when loading the bus.  All students must be registered to ride. If you have not 
already done so and require transportation, please be sure to register your child. For more information, please 
read the letter sent out to all parents here:  SD22 Transportation Letter 
 
 

School District #22 – 2020/2021 Calendar 

http://www.sd22.bc.ca/Programs/transportation/Documents/ImplementationofBusPass.pdf

