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Greetings Ellison Families! 

 
We continue to think of our families each day as we work to get supports up and running as 

quickly as possible for our students and families.  It is a very difficult and challenging time for 

our school community, and we are holding you in our hearts as we work to put learning 

opportunities together for the students.  

 

Throughout this first week the teachers have been reaching out to each family in their individual 

classes.  The purpose of these conversations has been to reconnect, support, and find meaningful 

ways to support students moving forward in this unprecedented time.  If you have not yet heard 

from your child’s classroom teacher, you should be hearing from them very soon.  It is really 

important that we have your current contact information.  If you have not yet heard from 

your child’s teacher by the end of today, please call the school to confirm your contact 

information as soon as possible. 

 

Overview of the plans for the week of April 6 -9
th

  

During this upcoming week, each teacher will begin providing learning opportunities for their 

students.  Our focus is to go slowly and to support families to find a routine that works for them.  

We do not want to add any more stress to your home, but are hopeful that through the provision 

of learning opportunities provided by the teacher, we can continue to support the learning 

process while the students are at home.  There has been no other time that the term “Parents as 

Partners” has been any more relevant.    

 

Communication is our collective key to success: 

We encourage you to check your email daily for communication with specific plans from your 

child’s teacher. During your conversations with your child’s teacher, a different means of 

communication may have been established however, the encouragement is - to please check 

daily for updates. The school office, will continue to communicate through email and phone in 

order to provide families with updates and newsletters. 

 

As students and families adapt to their new learning environment, here are a few ideas for your 

consideration:    

•  Establish a routine for the students.  We want to determine a “just right” amount of time 

on task for each student.  Any structure that we can begin to establish will be of benefit.   

•  Consider setting up a consistent, quiet space for your child to work.  These two steps 

might seem small, but they will help lay an important foundation for success.   

•  Open and regular communication will be important in students, parents and teachers with 

their planning.  Please email your child’s teacher if something is confusing or frustrating.  

Teachers will establish ways to connect with your child to work through these issues.  All 

staff in our district have a work email address, which is their first initial and last name 

@sd22.bc.ca  So, for example, mine is autley@sd22.bc.ca   Teachers are work available 

during the regular school hours, so emails in the evening may not be responded to until 

the following morning. 

 

  

mailto:autley@sd22.bc.ca


 

 

Additional Supports 

As a staff, we are working to coordinate our connections with families. If your child receives 

support from a School Based Resource Teacher, Counsellor or EA support, we will work with 

you to provide the required connections and schedule needed by your child. 

 

School Supply Pick-up 

 

We are currently working on bagging and labeling all of the student’s school supplies.  For the 

health and safety of our school community, we have strict safety protocols to follow.  Next week, 

we will: 

•  Provide scheduled pick-up times for one family member to pick-up the supplies for each 

division – pick-ups will be done outside of the school building; 

•  Have the supplies available for families who are wanting or needing their child’s school 

supplies  

•  Place items in plastic bags and label with the child’s name.   

•  Ensure the safety of all - by putting pylons/cones out to help maintain the 2m distance 

between people, as recommended by the Public Health Officer.   

•  Please consider connecting with neighbors to see if you can help pick up their materials, 

as this will help limit the number of visitors at any given time.   

 

Wi-Fi Connectivity 

For families who do not currently have WIFI access, the following supports are available.  Please 

be mindful that although there is access to these programs, installation/set-up may take time.  In 

order to support online learning opportunities, families are strongly encouraged to utilize these 

resources: 

 
o Telus for Good – Telus is providing eligible families with the tools and connectivity they 

need to succeed 
o Shaw Helps – Shaw is helping Canadians get the help they need during these 

unprecedented times 

 
Online Learning Resources for Parents:  

As mentioned in the last newsletter, there are many fabulous online resources and websites being 

developed across the province and they continue to be updated and revised daily.  There are 

some excellent supports and activities available on these sites to supports parents, families and 

students. 

 
Ministry Resources for Parents: 

Frequently asked questions for the public were posted to the Ministry’s website on March 25 and are 

updated daily.    https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/administration/kindergarten-to-
grade-12/safe-caring-orderly/bc-ministry-of-education-questions-and-answers-continuity-of-
learning-k-12-education_system.pdf 

o Resources for parents and guardians: 
o The Ministry has recently launched a website to provide learning resources and supports for 
K-12 students while in-class instruction is suspended. 
o B.C.’s provides up-to-date non-clinical information on COVID-19 is also available.  

o https://www.openschool.bc.ca/keeplearning/  
o British Columbians can also use the new provincial phone service by calling 1-888-COVID19, 

available seven days a week from 7:30AM to 8:00PM, with information in over 110 languages. 

http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/Ar4-7mH_UwIL3iLI2nxIVQ~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRgZiypP0RyaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudGVsdXMuY29tL2VuL2Fib3V0L2NvbXBhbnktb3ZlcnZpZXcvY29tbXVuaXR5LWludmVzdG1lbnQvaG93LXdlLWdpdmUvY2F1c2UtY2FtcGFpZ25zL2ludGVybmV0LWZvci1nb29kVwdzY2hvb2xtQgoAACn5hF6ec4ZQUhVzaGFudHJ1ZXNAaG90bWFpbC5jb21YBAAAAAI~
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/KwA1HW_HCiDTIu_U63wjTg~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRgZiypP0Q4aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuc2hhdy5jYS9zaGF3LWhlbHBzP2VtaWQ9Mjc2NzA5ODItMC0wLTAmYWlkPTBXB3NjaG9vbG1CCgAAKfmEXp5zhlBSFXNoYW50cnVlc0Bob3RtYWlsLmNvbVgEAAAAAg~~
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/administration/kindergarten-to-grade-12/safe-caring-orderly/bc-ministry-of-education-questions-and-answers-continuity-of-learning-k-12-education_system.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/administration/kindergarten-to-grade-12/safe-caring-orderly/bc-ministry-of-education-questions-and-answers-continuity-of-learning-k-12-education_system.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/administration/kindergarten-to-grade-12/safe-caring-orderly/bc-ministry-of-education-questions-and-answers-continuity-of-learning-k-12-education_system.pdf
https://www.openschool.bc.ca/keeplearning/


Specific public health questions re: COVID-19 should be directed to your local health authority 
for response.  

SD 22 District Resources for Parents: 

https://sites.google.com/sd22learns.ca/homelearningresources/home?authuser=0 

http://www.sd22.bc.ca/Pages/newsitem.aspx?ItemID=427&ListID=d325fbf7-e287-4919-96d9-
199ca8d72a69&TemplateID=Announcement_Item 
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